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Welcome to Swansea Bay,
Mumbles and Gower
Swansea, Wales’ Waterfront City, has a vibrant City
Centre with over 230 shops and Wales’ largest
indoor market. As well as a wide range of indoor
attractions (including the oldest and newest
museums in Wales), Swansea boasts award winning
parks and gardens. Clyne Gardens is internationally
famous for its superb collection of rhododendrons
and Singleton Botanical Gardens is home to
spectacular herbaceous borders and large
glasshouses.
Swansea sits on the sandy 5 mile stretch of
Swansea Bay beach, which leads to the cosy but
cosmopolitan corner of Mumbles. Capture its
colourful charm from the promenade and pier, the
bistros and boutiques, and the cafés and medieval
castle.
Mumbles marks the beginning of the Gower
Peninsula’s coastline. Explore Gower’s 39 miles
of captivating coastline and countryside. Ramble
atop rugged limestone cliffs, uncover a cluster of
castles or simply wander at the water’s edge a breathtaking backdrop is a given.
Your adventure starts here!
This guide takes you on a walking tour of the
‘Top 10’ most asked about attractions in and near
Swansea City Centre, by visitors to Swansea Tourist
Information Centre.
We hope you enjoy your visit!

City Centre
Walking Trail

1. Swansea Tourist Information Centre
Welcome to Swansea TIC. Our friendly and
knowledgeable staff will help you make the most
of your visit to Swansea Bay by providing ideas on
where to stay (they can even book your
accommodation for you - for a small fee of £2) and
what to see and do in the area. Not forgetting the
great range of souvenirs and gifts so you can take a
bit of Swansea Bay home with you!
( 01792 468321
www.visitswanseabay.com
Turn left out of the TIC and left again and you will
be on Plymouth Street. Take the first right onto
Nelson Street, then turn left onto Union Street,
Swansea Market will be on your right.
2. Swansea Market
Visit the largest indoor market in Wales. Sample the
best of local produce such as hot welshcakes straight
from the bakestone or cockles and laverbread
(it’s seaweed!).
( 01792 654296
www.swanseaindoormarket.co.uk
Leave the Market at the Whitewalls exit and you will
see Primark in front of you. Turn right and you will
see St Mary’s Church.
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3. St Mary’s Church
Rising from the flames of the Second World War,
St Mary’s Church has undergone several
transformations and today is a popular attraction
and place of quiet contemplation for residents and
visitors alike. Admire the beautiful stained glass
windows designed by John Piper or relax in the café.
( 01792 655489
www.swanseastmary.fsnet.co.uk
After exiting the Church turn right, at the mini
roundabout you will see Castle Square to your left
and Swansea Castle straight ahead.

4. Swansea Castle
Discover one of the oldest buildings in Swansea - a
Norman castle founded by Henry Beaumont (Earl of
Warwick), soon after 1106 when he was granted the
Lordship of Gower by King Henry I. The existing ruin
dates back to the 13th century, but the original castle
was a ‘motte and bailey’ style.
Once you have viewed the castle and are
overlooking the fountain, turn left onto Wind Street.
cadw.wales.gov.uk/daysout/swanseacastle
2

visitswanseabay.com

5. Wind Street
Dating back to medieval times, Wind Street was
the town’s main thoroughfare and during the 17th
century it housed some of the wealthiest businesses
in the area. The listed buildings remain, which are now
restaurants and pubs, mixing the old with the new
and creating a lively atmosphere.
At the bottom of Wind Street, you will arrive at
Oystermouth Road. Cross the road and you will see
Morgans Hotel straight ahead. Walk to the left hand
side of Morgans Hotel along Somerset Place and
you will see the Dylan Thomas Centre at the end of
the road.
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6. Dylan Thomas Centre
and Dylan Thomas 2014
This year Swansea celebrates the centenary of its
literary legend Dylan Thomas in his hometown.
Visitors can enjoy a year-long programme of events,
including theatre, opera, unique exhibitions at the
Dylan Thomas Centre and guided tours, not
forgetting a visit (or stay) to Dylan’s birthplace at
5 Cwmdonkin Drive (just a short bus ride from the
city centre).
( 01792 463980
www.dylanthomas.com
To get to the Art Galleries, turn right out of the
Dylan Thomas Centre onto East Burrows Road.
At the end of the road walk into Pocketts Wharf
car park, bear left and the Attic Gallery will be
straight ahead.
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7. Galleries
7a. Attic Gallery
Visit Wales’ longest established private art gallery
highlighting the work of contemporary artists
working in Wales. Check out the sculpture set into
the external walls!
( 01792 653387
www.atticgallery.co.uk
From the Attic Gallery, retrace your steps to the
entrance of Pocketts Wharf car park, bear left and
walk along the Marina until you see the Mission
Gallery on your right. The main entrance is just
around the corner on Gloucester Place.
7b. Mission Gallery
Mission Gallery is one of Wales’ best adapted spaces
for the contemporary arts, presenting excellence
across visual arts, applied arts and crafts from across
Wales and beyond.
( 01792 652016
www.missiongallery.co.uk
From the Mission Gallery turn right and then left at
the end of the road onto Cambrian Place. Swansea
Museum will be straight ahead opposite the grassed
area.
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8. Museums
Offering free entry, visitors can explore Wales’ oldest
and newest Museums (and they’re next door to each
other!).
8a. Swansea Museum
Discover the oldest Museum in Wales - a fascinating
treasure of Swansea life and once described by
Dylan Thomas as ‘a museum that belongs in a
museum’. Swansea Museum hosts various exhibitions
throughout the year and is also home to an Egyptian
Mummy!
( 01792 653763
www.swanseamuseum.co.uk
Turn left out of the Museum and left again onto the
Museum Green footpath. The National Waterfront
Museum will be straight ahead.
8b. National Waterfront Museum
Explore the newest Museum in Wales as it tells the
human story of Welsh industry and innovation.
Discover Swansea’s industrial and maritime heritage
via cutting-edge interactive technology together with
traditional displays.
( (029) 2057 3600
www.museumwales.ac.uk
Turn left out of the main entrance and immediately
left again towards the Marina. Turn right at the
Helwick Lightship and walk around the Marina.
You will see the Meridian Tower ahead - you can’t
miss it!
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9. Swansea Marina/Meridian Tower
At the heart of the City’s award winning Maritime
Quarter, Swansea Marina is surrounded by
restaurants and shops, and is just a stone’s throw
from the 5 mile sweep of Swansea Bay.
For a 360 degree view across Swansea Bay, head to
the Meridian Tower - Wales’ tallest residential
building and home to the Grape and Olive
restaurant.
( 01792 470310
www.swanseamarina.org.uk
Finally, to get to West Glamorgan Archives, cross
the main road and bear right past the Marriott
Hotel - you will see the Civic Centre straight ahead.
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10. West Glamorgan Archives (Civic Centre)
Delve into local history or research your family tree.
Discover a range of books, cards and gifts for sale
with a unique local flavour.
Civic Centre is also home to Swansea’s Central
Library and a café, where visitors can relax whilst
enjoying views across Swansea Bay towards Mumbles.
( 01792 636589
www.swansea.gov.uk/westglamorganarchives
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More attractions within walking distance
of Swansea Tourist Information Centre
Glynn Vivian Art Gallery - Offsite
The Glynn Vivian Art Gallery is currently closed for
redevelopment and will reopen in 2015. The Gallery
presents an exciting exhibition and lively activities
programme while offsite.
( 01792 516900
www.glynnviviangallery.org
Plantasia
A superb all weather attraction in the heart of
Swansea, Plantasia is a tropical paradise in a unique
glass pyramid, bursting with plants and animals
including lizards, piranhas and cotton-top tamarin
monkeys.
( 01792 474555
www.plantasia.org
Swansea Community Boat Trust River Tawe Boat Cruises
The Swansea Community Boat offers a unique
opportunity to take a trip up the historic River Tawe.
Located in Swansea Marina, next to the National
Waterfront Museum.
( 07785 347549
www.scbt.org.uk
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360 Beach and Watersports
A unique multi-sport facility situated at the heart of
Swansea Bay, offering opportunities for individuals
and groups to get involved with a range of sports
and activities including kayaking, stand up paddle
boarding, powerkiting, beach volleyball and a variety
of other beach based activities.
( 01792 655844
www.360swansea.co.uk
The LC
The LC is South Wales’ Premier Leisure Destination,
featuring a waterpark, 30ft climbing wall,
interactive play area and Wales’ first indoor surf
simulator, the Boardrider!
( 01792 466500
www.thelcswansea.com
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Swansea Grand Theatre
A cultural gem in the heart of Swansea, the Grand
Theatre provides an exciting programme of live
events as well as an eclectic mix of performances
and exhibitions in its Arts Wing.
( 01792 475715
www.swanseagrand.co.uk
Swansea Prom
Swansea Prom lines the 5 mile stretch of Swansea
Bay and offers plenty to keep you and your family
entertained!
( 01792 468321
www.swanseaprom.com

Shopping
Swansea is recognised as a regional shopping centre
for South West Wales. A retail hub with high street,
designer and boutique brands. Visitors can also enjoy
the best of local produce in Swansea Market.
Check out the cosmopolitan corner of Mumbles
for a unique shopping experience. Mumbles boasts
trendy boutiques, arts, crafts and a Lovespoon
Gallery, plus a choice of ice cream parlours. You really
can shop ‘til you drop!
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